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WRNS Centenary Dinner
Thursday 29 June 2017, 7.00pm
£35 for members and guests

We are delighted to announce that in collaboration with the Association of WRNS,
the club is celebrating 100 years since the formation of the WRNS. We will be
holding a three course formal dinner at the club open to all former Wrens and
Association members and Royal Scots Club members & guests.
Our guest speaker will be Commodore Inga J Kennedy QHNS QARNNS, who is
Inspector General at Headquarters Surgeon General and also the Queen’s Honorary
Nursing Sister. She will be speaking about how life for Servicewomen has changed
beyond all recognition since the formation of the WRNS, with its original motto of
‘Never at Sea’. As we know, today’s women of the Royal Navy serve alongside their
male colleagues at sea, in conflicts such as the first Gulf War, the Balkans, the 2003
Iraq War and, more recently, in Afghanistan.
Do come along and celebrate these wonderful women and their extraordinary
achievements.

A Musical Supper
with Showcase
Thursday 18 May, 6.30 pm,
£26.50 for members & guests

Beating Retreat with
Sunday Lunch
Sunday 11 June 2017, 12.30 pm

Showcase is a musical theatre company which was
formed in 1991 and raises money for Macmillan Cancer
Support. Since their formation they have performed a
show in the Church Hill Theatre every year and have
donated in excess of £210,000 to Macmillan. Showcase
have got a fantastic show lined up for us, with a
selection of songs from musicals, movies and much
more. An evening with something for everyone, and
don’t worry, we won’t make you sing for your supper.

Sunday 26 March

Mum eats free!
See our special

Mother’s Day Menu inside

We are once again holding our ever popular Lunch and
Beating the Retreat in Queen Street Gardens, on Sunday
11 June. A super event with delicious lunch served in
the Club followed by Beating the Retreat with The RS
Association Pipe Band in the beautiful gardens opposite.
Only once have we had to hold it inside due to inclement
weather, so fingers crossed!

You can now book your places for

The Edinburgh Military Tattoo!
Thurs 3 August 2017
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From the Chairman
of Trustees

Major General Mark Strudwick CBE
Most of you will
be aware that
our Chairman
John Lloyd is
seriously ill.
He has been
particularly
stoic throughout
a long illness;
which he has
not allowed to
affect his enthusiasm for and dedication to the Club.
Our thoughts and prayers are with John and his
family as he continues to fight a very brave battle.
In John’s absence I would like to thank you, the Club
Members, for your great support to the Club. Once
again we have a lively programme of events ahead
and I would encourage new members in particular to
come along and see for themselves the quality of our
speakers, meals and entertainment. We are delighted
to be welcoming Commodore Inga J Kennedy QHNS
QARNNS in June who will be marking the centenary

CLUB NEWS

AGM – change of date
26 April 2017, 7.00 pm
The Annual General Meeting of the Club
is being held a week later than previously
advertised on 26 April 2017. This gives
members the opportunity to receive reports
on the year and to elect new members of the
committee to serve during the coming year,
(any nominations to Secretary please). It is
never a very long meeting and to encourage
your attendance we are offering - thanks
to wine suppliers Great Grog - a free wine
tasting event immediately following the
business.

Arthur Christie
On Wednesday
30 November
at the Club,
member George
Arthur Christie
was presented
with the Legion
d’honneur by
French Consul
Gen Emmanuel

of the formation of the WRNS. If you fancy a musical
evening, book in to see Showcase in May who will be
singing their hearts out to a variety of well known
tunes. I would encourage you to attend the AGM on
Wednesday 26 April (please note the change of date).
Your views are welcome. The Club is flourishing,
and the recent £100,000 refurbishment means the
Members’ Areas are looking better than ever.
Many of you will already have wished Janet Grant a
very happy retirement. We have been so fortunate to
have had such an outstanding Membership Secretary.
Janet has been involved in every aspect of Club life;
but we will all particularly remember the engaging
and delightful way that we have been kept in touch
and encouraged to support Club events. Janet has
such a lovely personality and always remembers
everyone - her contribution to the well- being and
development of the Club has been exceptional. None
of us will forget that. On behalf of you all, I wish Janet
and her husband, Graham, a very fond Adieu and a
hugely enjoyable retirement.
Mark Strudwick

Cocher. Since 2014 the French government
have been awarding the Legion d’honneur
to all British veterens who took part in
military operations in France between 1944
and 1945, and Arthur was one of the many
who took part in the D-Day Landings over 72
years ago. Club manager Adrian Hayes said
“We are extremely proud of Arthur. He is a
very modest man and this came as a lovely
surprise”. Congratulations Arthur.

Bob Paterson
It is with great sadness that we report the
death of Lieutenant Colonel Robert (Bob)
Paterson OBE on the morning of Saturday
3rd December. Originally Bob was a
Cameronian and was subsequently RSO
1 RS, OC B Coy 1 RS and 2IC 1 RS before
commanding 3/51 Highland Volunteers
at Stirling and then Military Attache The
Hague. Having retired from the Army, Bob
was a long serving and very influential
Chairman of The Royal Scots Club, a
Club Trustee and a member of the Club
Management Board. Bob was also a founder
member of Friends of the Pentlands and was
the author of Pontius Pilate’s Bodyguard and
editor of The Thistle. What’s more, the RS
Association members who walked the Fife

Coastal Path in 2013 were astounded at the
pace Bob set on the first leg of their walk.
Our thoughts are with Maggie and the
Paterson family.

Booking events online

We are excited to announce that you can
now book places for members’ events on
our website. From the homepage, just go
to Members, then Member’s Events, and
you will see all the upcoming events. Select
how many tickets you would like and pay
securely with your debit or credit card. Easy
as that, no waiting around for Office hours!

The RSC 200 Club Draw
As in previous years, we are adding the
option to buy lots for our Club draw to the
Events Booking Form, and this will be drawn
at the AGM in April. Lots are only £10.00
and we are aiming to sell 200 lots, making a
pot of £2000.00. This is divided 30% to the
Development Fund, 70% for prize money, so
winnings will be substantial! But you have to
be in it, to win it – send in your form now or
phone the office to purchase your tickets.
If you’d like to take part in the RSC 200
draw, please contact the office before
14 April.
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Spring Lunches at the Club

Speaker’s Lunches

Celebrate the new season and treat the family by
hopping along to our Spring Lunches.

These lunches are held on the third Monday of the month are
great value at just £15. For that you can enjoy a delicious two
course lunch, good company and an interesting talk.

Mother’s Day Lunch

George Lowder, Transport for Edinburgh

Sunday 26 March 2017, from 12.30 pm, £17.50
Spoil that all important lady in your life with a tasty three
course lunch. Book a table of 4 and Mum’s lunch is on the
house! (T&Cs apply). Advance booking required so please
phone Laura in the Office on 0131 525 6157

Mother’s Day Lunch Menu
Cream of cauliflower & Orkney cheddar soup
with caramelized onion puffs
Mosaic of salmon & cod with red peppers, lemongrass
& watercress dressing
Sticky pear tart with Roquefort cream, cherry tomato & spring onion salsa
Mango, pineapple & black pepper strawberries with mint syrup
Sautéed chicken livers in Madeira with parsley croutons

Roast rump of Scottish beef with our own thyme Yorkshire pudding
Slow cooked shoulder of pork with crackling, savoury apple tart
and Arran mustard sauce
Grilled sea bass fillet with baby leeks,
roast balsamic tomato & pine nut butter
Pheasant breast stuffed with Shaw’s leek & apricot sausage,
with a rich Marsala sauce
Asparagus tips in a light crispy batter
on wheat berry & beetroot cous cous

Salted caramel & chocolate tart with vanilla ice cream
Rhubarb & lemon posset with sable biscuit
Strawberry jam & coconut sponge with vanilla custard
Selection of cheese & biscuits with fruit & oatcakes

Freshly brewed filter coffee and tea with RSC wrapped chocolate mints

Easter Sunday Lunch

Sunday 16 April 2017
An egg-cellent menu will be
available for you on Easter Sunday.
Book with Laura in the Office
on 0131 525 6157

Regimental Day Lunch

Tuesday 28 March 2017
A chance to catch up with old comrades - rally the troops and
enjoy a meal together to mark Regimental Day. Bookings for this
one can be made with the Dining Room on 0131 556 4270

Monday 20 March, 12.00 for 12.30 pm
George has joined Transport for
Edinburgh from Defence, where he
served for almost 35 years, the last
14 at Director and Deputy Director
level. He was commissioned into The
Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment) in
1981, and then studied Scots Law at
Aberdeen, graduating in 1986. As a
young officer he served around the
world and then in the 1991 Gulf War,
where he was awarded a commendation. He was made
MBE in 1998. Most recently, as The Director of Defence
Intelligence Operations, George has been responsible for
global operations, across the enterprise, with a £450M
budget. He became a member of the Club earlier this year
and is sure to have an interesting talk for us.

Change of plan!
We were due to have Phil Verster come and speak to us in
May but most of you will know he has now stepped down
from his position at Scotrail Alliance. We are in contact with
Phil’s office and will update you as soon as we have details.

Afternoon Tea with
Clare Blatherwick
Tuesday 14 March, 2.30 pm,
£21.50 for members & guests
We are delighted to welcome Clare Blatherwick, former
Head of the Jewellery and Silver Department in Scotland
for Bonhams Auctioneers. Her talk will be Famous Women
Jewellery Collectors such as Dame Elizabeth Taylor, and
their amazingly diverse (and expensive!) collections. What
was the motivation behind these avid collectors? Clare’s
talk will then be followed by a sumptuous afternoon tea
with the classic favourites. Treat yourself to a real girls’
day out. (Gents, of course, are still very welcome)

Would you like to know more
about Wills?
Brodies Solicitors are offering to hold a ‘Wills Workshop’
at the Club, free of charge, for Club members and friends.
This would cover Wills and Powers of Attorney. The
event would be held in 2017, so if you think you might be
interested in attending, please let Laura in the office know
and we can get a date organised in the new year. There
is absolutely no obligation, so come along for some free
professional advice.
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A Thank you from Janet
I would like to thank all the members who sent me beautiful cards and letters, and who gave
such generous donations and gifts for my retirement. I have been completely overwhelmed by
your kindness. Unfortunately there are too many of you to thank personally, and so I now take
this opportunity to say a huge thank you to everyone. You have all been more than generous
and I cannot tell you how much it has meant to me. And I appreciate all your kind sentiments
and advice on retirement, which I am now trying to follow!
I would also like to thank the Club for giving me such a wonderful send-off. It was a lovely
way to spend my last night at the Club, with friends and colleagues. I will always remember
the Club as a wonderful place to work with exceptional colleagues and amazing members.
Thank you all.

A thank you from Past
RSC Trustee Robin Bell

Edinburgh Fringe Festival
A fantastic variety of productions will
once again return to the Club in August.
In the mornings of 7 - 12 of August we welcome back Michelle
van Rensburg and the Little Shakespeare group from East
Lothian. They will once again have a mixture of music and fun for
youngsters to introduce them to the magical world of Shakespeare.
In the evenings we welcome back the Edinburgh Grads with
two plays - Ben Johnson’s ‘Volpone’, a classic farce and comedy for
all ages, and Claire Wood’s ‘Beauty’ which tells the story of a top
photographer whose controversial new exhibition involves photos
of children.

Last year Robin published a book about his father’s early
life, in particular his service in the 7th Battalion The
Royal Scots from 1913 to 1922. I would like to thank all
who have donated to Combat Stress on receiving a copy
of my memoir of my father’s early life. This covered
his service in the 7th Royal Scots throughout the Great
War. Recipients (including family, friends and those who
obtained the book through the Club) generously donated
a total of £13,519. Thank you also, Adrian and Janet, for
running the scheme at the Club. A few copies of the book
remain available.

Evening Lecture at the RSC
Lectures start at 7.00 pm and last for approximately
one hour. All lectures are free to attend for members
and their guests. Why not also have something to eat
in the Dining Room and make a night of it?
Monday 2 October 2017

‘Medical Expertise
and the Criminal
Courts’ with Professor
Tony Busuttil
Tony Busuttil is Regius
Professor of Forensic Medicine
at the University of Edinburgh
and Professor of Apllied
Pathology, Emeritius at the
Royal College of Surgeons.
Tony will give a fascinating insight into how his work has
helped some very high profile cases.

From 14 – 19 August, Arkle Theatre Company will stage
two plays. ‘The Fair Intellectual Club’ by Lucy Porter is a daft
comedy suitable for all ages which tells the true story of three
young Edinburgh ladies tired of not being allowed to study the
classics or sciences over two hundred years ago. They form
their own secret study group with much witty banter and
modern references, great fun.
Every week on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays
Debbie Cannon will bring a bit more fantasy to the venue with
her one-woman show ‘Green Knight’ which tells of the court of
King Arthur and an unwinnable challenge that is issued. A tale
of love, chivalry and magical times.
On Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays each week we
have an American company from Portland, Oregon under
the direction of William Gebo. Their piece ‘the Alien Chicken
Remembers Galatea ‘ is a story of nymphs and monster in
Diana’s woods in ancient times although brought up to date
to show the effects of gods and monsters especially on young
women, strong emotional drama.
After that in the later show we have ‘Outside Mullingar’
by Oscar winning aiuthor John Patrick Shanley. Two families
divided by a disputed strip of land in rural Ireland also have a
son and daughter that love each other albeit unable to say the
words. Funny and bittersweet this is a superb play.
From 21 – 26 August, the Makars Group will stage Alan
Ayckbourn’s great comedy ‘Neighbourhood Watch’. With all
the usual Ayckbourn ingredients a local street takes on many
mistakes and nonsense with hilarious results.
Full timings and details of all these shows and perhaps even
more yet to come will be in the Fringe Programme which
launches in early June and online at www.edfringe.com

THE YOUNG MUSICIANS
MASTERCLASSES

Tuesday 28 March, 7.00 pm
Lucy Ruuskanen, 12 Yrs - Fiddle
A pupil at Broughton High School, Lucy has won a number of
competitions and is a member of the Junior Orchestra within the
National Youth Orchestra of Scotland.

Angus McGregor, 13 yrs - Bagpipes
Angus is our piper, and plays in three different bands
including Merchiston Castle School where he holds an
exhibition scholarship.

Tuesday 30 May, 7.00 pm
Ciorstaidh Chaimbeul, 15 yrs – Clarsach
Ciorstaidh, a Gaelic speaker, studies at St Mary’s Music School
and plays small harp and the accordion.

Ryan Corbett, 16 yrs - Accordion
We are now into our second year of this fantastic scheme.
We have had some wonderful performances at the Club from
the youngsters, and are looking forward to hearing more
from them in 2017. Show your support by attending their
masterclasses in March and May, where you will be able
to see exactly what happens behind the scenes during a
teaching session between each mentor and pupil.

Ryan studies at both Douglas Academy and the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow and has recently taken
up a scholarship at St Mary’s.
We are exceptionally grateful to all those who have sponsored
the scheme so far. All donations of any size are welcome
throughout the year. Please phone the Membership Office and
speak Laura if you wish to make a contribution.

Dates for the Diary

Thursday 3 August 2017

Saturday 29 July 2017 from 1.00 pm

£38 for ticket and supper

QUEEN STREET WEST GARDEN PARTY

This wonderful Garden Party hosted each year by the Central
Edinburgh New Town Association has extended their invitation
to include all RSC members. Last year saw gazebos, big
hats, Prosecco and Pimms, flowers, flags, bunting, Union
Jacks, brass bands, pipes and drums! More information will
follow but tell friends and family now so you’re ready for this
Summer extravaganza!

21 – 25 March 2017
RUDDYGORE CONCERT
Some of you will remember the concert put on by the
Edinburgh Gilbert & Sullivan Society at the Club a couple of
years ago. The Society has a fantastic new show coming up
and has offered RSC Club members special prices for parties
of 8 or more. ‘Ruddygore’ is a hilarious parody of red-blooded
Victorian melodrama, complete with the stock characters
of innocent villagers, pretty bridesmaids, a sweet heroine,
humble hero, moustache-twirling villain, braggart sailor – and
a poor woman driven mad by love. For more details about the
show visit www.edtheatres.com/ruddygore

TATTOO EVENING WITH SUPPER
A great evening’s
entertainment
with wonderful
performances from
around the World.
There are two supper
sittings, 6.00 pm and
7.15 pm. Please indicate which you prefer when booking.
The performance starts at 9.30 pm and the audience is
asked to be in their seats by 9.15pm. There is no transport
provided – for advice on any mobility difficulties, please
phone the Tattoo Office.

STAFF PROFILE

Linda Falconer,
Head of Housekeeping

Linda has worked at the
Club for an impressive
20 years, and as head of
housekeeping she does a
fantastic job keeping all
27 bedrooms and public
areas looking tip top.
Her favourite room is number 11 for its décor and
views across Queen Street Gardens, and says the
best part of the job is being able to meet so many
different people from around the world. In her
spare time Linda loves gardening and also enjoys
home decorating. Just as well, given the current
refurbishment we’re undergoing!

Events Calendar
You can now book your events online. Just head to the Club website and click on Members
Events. You can also book over the phone or send in a cheque with the booking form.
Please note that cancellations can only be refunded more than 48 hours in advance.

Monday 20 March 2017, 12.00 for 12.30 pm

Thursday 29 June 2017, 7.00 for 7.30 pm

SPEAKER’S LUNCH

WRNS CENTENARY DINNER

George Lowder, Transport for Edinburgh
£15

With Commodore Inga J Kennedy QHNS QARNNS
£35

Sunday 26 March, from 12.30 pm

Saturday 29 July 2017

MOTHER’S DAY SUNDAY LUNCH

QUEEN STREET GARDENS WEST GARDEN PARTY

Tuesday 28 March 2017, from 12.00 pm

Thursday 3 August 2017, 6.00 pm or 7.15 pm,

REGIMENTAL DAY LUNCH

SUPPER FOLLOWED BY EDINBURGH
MILITARY TATTOO

Tuesday 28 March 2017, 7.00 pm

£38

YOUNG MUSICIAN’S MASTERCLASS

Wednesday 16 April 2017, from 12.30 pm
EASTER SUNDAY LUNCH

Wednesday 26 April 2017, 7.00 pm

Special anniversary or
birthday coming up?

RSC AGM AND WINE TASTING

Tuesday 16 May 2017, 12.00 for 12.30 pm
SPEAKER’S LUNCH

A replacement for Phil Verster from Scotrail
Alliance to be confirmed!
£15
Thursday 18 May 2017, 6.30 pm
MUSICAL EVENING WITH ‘SHOWCASE’

£26.50
Tuesday 30 May 2017, 7.00 pm
YOUNG MUSICIAN’S MASTERCLASS

Sunday 11 June 2017, 12.30 pm
SUNDAY LUNCH AND BEATING RETREAT

The Club is an ideal spot to mark a special occasion. Close to
train, bus and tram stations for friends and family visiting, a
newly refurbished bar area and
a variety of function rooms and menus means we are able to
cater for all celebrations. It’s not as costly as you might think
to arrange private dining or a drinks reception.
Contact Ayesha our Events Coordiantor who would be
happy to show you round or provide more information
events@royalscotsclub.com

The Royal Scots Club
29-31 Abercromby Place, Edinburgh EH3 6QE.
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