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Major General Strudwick

appointed new Chairman of Trustees
Following the retiral of Brian Adair as
Chairman of Trustees, we are delighted
to announce that Maj Gen Mark Strudwick
CBE has been appointed to succeed him.
Mark was commissioned into The Royal
Scots (The Royal Regiment) after leaving
Sandhurst in 1966. He has served in BAOR,
Cyprus, Canada, India, Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, where he was twice
mentioned in despatches.
He was appointed CO of 1st Bn The
Royal Scots in 1984 in Germany and in
1990 was awarded the CBE after a tour
as Assistant Chief of Staff in HQ Northern
Ireland.

He commanded 3 Infantry Brigade in
Armagh and was Director of Infantry
before becoming the 117th General Officer
Commanding Scotland and Governor of
Edinburgh Castle in 1997.
When Mark retired from the army he was
appointed Chief Executive of The Prince’s
Scottish Youth Business Trust in 2000 and
remained in that position until 2012. He has
always taken an active part in the life and
promotion of the RS Club and has been a
Trustee since 1995. He is also Chairman
of Scottish Veterans Residences and The
Scottish National War Memorial. Mark
recently announced his engagement to Sue
Garrett-Cox.

Mark Strudwick

A Night of Commemoration for The Quintinshill Gretna Disaster
Thursday 21st May 2015

In May 2015, the Club will be commemorating the 100th
anniversary of The Quintinshill Gretna Green Rail Disaster.
The crash, which involved five trains, killed a probable 226
and injured 246, remains the worst rail crash in the United
Kingdom in terms of loss of life. Those killed were mainly
Territorial soldiers from the 1/7th (Leith) Battalion, the Royal
Scots heading for Gallipoli.
On the eve of the anniversary, join us for an evening of
remembrance, starting with a talk describing the unfolding
events on that fateful morning, Beating the Retreat in the
gardens with a short memorial service, and ending with
supper at the Club. Further details are inside.

Quintinshill Rail Disaster

Don’t forget our Annual Candle-lit Carol Concert
- this year part of our WW1 series of events
Wednesday 10th December 7.00pm £11.00pp
We will have the wonderful Edinburgh Military
Wives Choir singing songs from the Great War
era and the reading of letters sent home from the
Trenches during Christmas 1914, They will tell of
the informal and impromptu cease-fire that led to
both German and British troops meeting together
and singing carols in no man’s land, before the
guns started up again.
Wine and mince pies will be served after the
Concert, this is going to be both a poignant and
joyful evening.

We are open
for Boxing Day
Lunch!
For the first time the Club has
decided to open for lunch
on Boxing Day, Friday 26th
December.

EMW Choir
British and
German
troops
meeting
during the
Christmas
Truce on
No Man’s
Land

We have a great menu for £18.50,
so book a table for the family,
or take a break from the sales and
meet a friend for lunch!
Opening times for the Club and
the menu are inside – book your
table with the dining room.

Write of the Line
From the Chairman John Lloyd
The usual mix of events during the past
three months have proved once again that
belonging to club like ours is a happy,
companionable, entertaining and often
informative experience. The forthcoming
programme also offers much to which we
can look forward. This year, for the first time
the Club will be open for lunch on Boxing
Day. What could be nicer than a warm winter
lunch followed by a snooze by the fire in the
library after the excesses of Christmas?
Make up a party, meet your Club friends.
Come and join us for this and any of the other
excellent offerings in the coming months.

one of the many events that gave pleasure,
but it also raised some £2000 for the
nominated charities. It is good to be able to
share our Club to the benefit of others.
Since our last Write of the Line (and if you don’t
understand the significance of this punning
title, do ask!), Major General Mark Strudwick
has taken over as the new chairman of the
Trustees. This good and skilled committee
is in robust health and is responsible for the
overall excellence of the Club offering. We
are still in safe hands!

The charity fashion show and dinner was just

Also new at this time is the Royal Scots
Regimental Office that has relocated here
from the castle. We welcome them and are
pleased to maintain in this way our links

Past Events
Lecture Lunches

Our next season of speaker lunches are
listed in this newsletter. We hope to see
you there.

Do join us when you can.

Our monthly lunch lectures are going
from strength to strength, and following a
look at the work of the Scottish Chamber
Orchestra with Lucy Forde, two of our
Autumn lunches have been twice as
enjoyable as we have had two speakers
instead of one!

St Andrew’s Night Dinner

Club News

Members’
Accommodation Rates

Past Chairman of Trustees, Brian Adair,
was involved with several ‘retiral’ events
at the Club, including drinks with the
Club staff. They presented him with a
magnificent bird table and a ‘cricket’
cruet set with tin of English mustard, an
item that was always essential to Brian
whenever eating roast beef at the Club!

Do take advantage of this excellent benefit
and please always book as soon as you are
able in order to avoid disappointment.
Do look again, with your wallet to hand, at
the array of Club merchandise; available
throughout the year, but especially helpful
when considering Christmas presents.
And the mention of that festival gives me
the opportunity to wish you and all of our
members a very happy Christmas and
prosperous New Year

Dinner in November. Lord Steel gave
a marvellous talk to a full house
and as usual the members went
away saying the best night ever!

Right: Rosemary Goring
and Alan Taylor

The Club was delighted to have
Lord Steel of Aikwood as guest
speaker at the St Andrew’s Night

The Trustees have decided that from
1st January 2015, Club members
will receive 20% discount off the best
available bedroom rates, rather than
the previous 10%. A great saving!
Why not treat yourself to a few days in
Edinburgh at the start of the year? Less
to pay and fewer tourists!

The Royal Scots Club Bridge Club

Brian with his bird table and mustard

You will see elsewhere that Club members
now have even better rates for an overnight
stay in the Club.

Above: Laurie Samson
and Rona Munro

Laurie Samson and Rona Munro spoke
very enthusiastically about the National
Theatre of Scotland and of course, Rona’s
play trilogy, The James Plays, and husband
and wife team Rosemary Goring and Alan
Taylor talked about Rosemary’s new book
and both gave some interesting insights
into the working life of newspapers!

Brian Adair ‘cuts the mustard’!

with the regiment by and on which we are
founded.

The Royal Scots Bridge Club meets at 7pm
in the Library on the second and fourth
Mondays (December excepted) during the
winter months (October to March). A very
wide range of abilities is catered for, and
a warm welcome would be extended to
anyone wishing to enjoy this great game.
You would not need to bring a bridge
partner as these can be arranged on the
night. We look forward to welcoming you.
For more information please contact Rita Dee
at deerita9@gmail.com

John Lloyd, Lord Steel, Director Gen Su,
Mark Strudwick

STAFF PROFILE

RSC Front
Office &
Reservations
Manager

Morag Martin

Morag has worked at the Club for 14 years,
so is well known by many of our members.
Born in Edinburgh, she attended St David’s
High School, Dalkeith, then headed north to
Aberdeen University.
After graduating she worked in Aberdeen
and then moved back to Edinburgh where
she took up positions at Greens Hotel and
then Jury’s Inn, before starting at the RSC
in 2000.
Morag lives in Musselburgh with her cat,
Jack, and is a Flt Sgt with 297 Musselburgh
Sqn Air Cadets.
She also enjoys running and is taking part
in the Edinburgh half marathon in 2015 – be
warned, she will be looking for sponsors!

Christmas at the Club
Christmas is here again!

The Club is offering delicious Christmas lunches and dinners, both in the dining room or a private room.
Please contact the Club if you would like us to send you a leaflet.

Lunch on Boxing Day at the Club
The Club is going to open for lunch for the first time on
Friday 26th December with a special menu.
Come and support the Club, and leave the turkey leftovers behind!

Served 12 noon to 2.30pm, £18.50
Starters
Honey roasted carrot & parsnip soup
Stilton & port pate with crunchy walnut salad
Garlic and herb mushrooms on toasted olive bread
Crispy breaded pork rillettes with an apple salad
Smoked salmon, tiger prawns and Marie Rose sauce
Mains
Roast sirloin of beef with Yorkshire pudding
Slow roasted shoulder of lamb, flavoured
with Christmas spices
Tangerine marmalade glazed ham
with a Madeira sauce
Steak & ale pie
Grilled sea trout fillet with samphire
Crispy beer battered haddock with chips
Roast pumpkin & leek risotto (V)
Desserts
Treacle sponge pudding with custard
Winterberry meringue & ice cream
Chocolate mint & Irish cream cheesecake
Italian Christmas trifle
Cheese & biscuits

Christmas Goodies!
Ideal stocking fillers

Remember, our new Club
merchandise would be perfect as
presents and stocking fillers: the
beautiful ladies silk scarf, our Club
umbrella, the Club mug and our
best-selling Club socks (for ladies &
gents) are all ideal!
And not forgetting our original RS
goods of Club silk ties & bow ties,
cufflinks, braces, watch straps, lapel
badges and blazer badges.
We also have a
new Christmas
card
this year.
A pack of 6
for £7.50

~

Coffee, tea, mince pies and chocolates
We will also be offering a Betwixt Menu for Lunch & Dinner
on the 27th, 29th, 30th and 31st December
There will be NO high tea served between
Mon 22nd Dec 2014 and Sat 3rd Jan 2015.

Buy at Reception or for
posting, email Janet at

membership@royalscotsclub.com

Opening
Times over
the Festive
Period

Date	Lunch

Dinner

Mon 22 – Wed 24 Dec

CLOSED

CLOSED

CHRISTMAS DAY

CLOSED

CLOSED

12-2.30pm, special Boxing Day Menu

CLOSED

The Club will close
after breakfast on
Sunday 21st December and
reopen for lunch on
Friday 26th December

Friday 26 December
Sat 27 December

12-2pm, Betwixt Menu

7-9pm, Betwixt Menu

Sun 28th December

CLOSED

CLOSED

Mon 29th December

12-2pm, Betwixt Menu

7-9pm, Betwixt Menu

Tues 30th December

12-2pm, Betwixt Menu

7-9pm, Betwixt Menu

Wed 31st December

12-2pm, Betwixt Menu

7-9pm, Betwixt Menu

Thurs 1st January

CLOSED

CLOSED

Fri 2nd January

CLOSED

CLOSED

Sat 3rd January

12-2pm

7-9pm

Sun 4th January

CLOSED

CLOSED

December 2014
Evening Lectures at the RSC
Autumn & Spring Series 2014/15

There are again some fascinating lectures this season, so come and spend the first Monday evening of each month with us.
Lectures start at 7pm and last for approximately one hour. All lectures are free to attend for members and their guests.
Please let the office know if you plan to attend so that we can estimate numbers.

Why not book a table for high tea or dinner and make a night of it? High tea is served from 5pm on the Monday lecture evening.
Monday 12 January 2015
‘The Voyage of the Scotia’
Professor David Munro MBE

Monday 2 February
‘Scottish Castle Restoration’
Mr Allan Rutherford

In 1902, the scientific research ship ‘Scotia’
set sail from Troon on a 33,000 mile voyage
to Antarctica, returning nearly two years
later in July 1904.
This largely forgotten voyage of discovery
was one of the great polar expeditions of the
‘Heroic Age’ of Antarctic exploration. So why
did it not gain the same prominence as the
voyages led by Captain Scott or Sir Ernest
Shackleton? And what exactly did it achieve?
A truly fascinating story.

Allan Rutherford is a Senior Inspector of
Ancient Monuments at Historic Scotland,
and his talk will explore how modern
attitudes to the castle developed in Scotland
from the 17th century up to the present day.
What was their role in Scottish society, and
how can we best continue the conservation
and restoration projects of today?

From the 18th century onwards, Scots came
to trade in China and tried to prise open
the doors of the Celestial Empire to foreign
influence. This talk will focus on why people
from Scotland, one of the smallest countries
in Europe, came to have such a significant
influence on one of the world’s largest
nations, China.
Dr Ian Wotherspoon

Crew of
the Scotia
Prof David
Munro MBE is
Hon Professor
at the University
of Dundee and is a researcher for The South Georgie
Heritage Trust

Monday 2 March
‘Not just the Takeaway –
Two Centuries of Scottish Chinese
Connections’
Dr Ian Wotherspoon

Ruined Castle
Allan has a broad experience of Scottish archaeology
and architecture and has a particular interest in
castles and tower houses.

Scottish Leaders Spring Lunchtime Speakers
Speakers for our series of spring lunches are currently being finalised.
Always taking place on the third Monday of the month (in Spring 2015; February, March &
April) the informal Club lunches are proving popular thanks to the excellence of the guest
speaker list.
After a two course meal, the guests talk about themselves and their areas of interest over
coffee, before taking questions. Put the dates into your diary and look out for more details
of the forthcoming speakers. You will be greatly entertained.
Mon 16th February / Mon 16th March / Mon 20th April

Edinburgh Military Wives Choir
This December, the Ladies of the Edinburgh Military Wives Choir will be performing their
third Christmas Carol Concert at the Royal Scots Club – an event that has become a choir
favourite! However, with this year being the WW1 Centenary, the event will be a little different
to those held previously, with the choir performing a couple of WW1 songs to commemorate
the occasion.

The Ladies of Edinburgh MWC will also be looking to recruit new
members.
The criteria for joining are only that you have some affiliation with the military. ie. that you used
to serve yourself or that a family member used to serve or is still serving. If you work for the
military in another capacity then you are also more than welcome to join.

If you love singing and meeting new people come along to one of
our Rehearsals at Dreghorn Camp on
a Tuesday evening from 6pm – 7:30pm
or e-mail us at
edinburghmwc@gmail.com for
more information.

Ian spent nearly 30 years
in Asia and the Pacific
before returning to his
native Scotland, where
he teaches English at the
University of Edinburgh.
He has written extensively
about the Scots abroad and the influence overseas of
Scottish education.

A Night of Commemoration for

The Quintinshill Gretna
Railway Disaster

In 1915, the 7th Btn of The Royal
Scots (Leith’s Own), were posted as
reinforcements to Gallipoli, and left on
May 22nd.
At Quintinshill, the trains ran into the
empty carriages of a local train left on
the line, and seconds later a northbound
express ploughed into this first wreckage
and it caught fire.
In total, 226 people lost their lives,
mostly soldiers of the 7th Btn. To date,
no other UK rail disaster has claimed
more lives.
Join us on the eve of the 100th year
commemoration of that fateful morning.
The evening starts with a talk explaining
in layman’s terms what went so wrong
that day, followed by drinks, Beating the
Retreat & a short memorial service in
the gardens. Supper will then be served
back at the Club.
Join us as we pay tribute to those
Royal Scots who lost their lives on that
dreadful morning in 1915.

Thursday 21st May 2015
Evening starts at 6pm, £35.00

Club Chairman John Lloyd would like to wish all the Club Members
a very Happy Christmas and peaceful New Year.
Future Events

Burns Celebrations are
nearly upon us!

Our WWI Event Series
Thurs 29 January 2015:
Duncan Macmillan will give a talk on ‘Scotland’s Shrine’ followed by Supper.
The Scottish National War Memorial is one of the most striking monuments
of its kind anywhere - conceived before the Armistice of 1918, paid for by public
subscription and built between 1923 and 1927.

Burns Supper
Fri 16 Jan 2015
This will be an excellent evening, with
Prof Fred Freeman giving

‘The Immortal Memory’
in his own inimitable musical way! There
will be the usual toasts, entertainment and
delicious supper, so make sure you book soon.
Dress: lounge suit / kilt
6.30 for 7.00pm start, £35.00

Wed 4 March 2015:
Tommy in the Trenches, a play telling the moving story of the ordinary Tommy
After years of detailed research and with practical military and teaching experience,
Steve Williams specialises in the history of the First World War.

Tues 20 Jan 2015
A great lunch with all the best Burns
entertainment and tasty food, but with no late
night! Piping, music and song.
Come along and meet other members,
or bring a friend.
12 for 12.30pm, £19.50

Wed 22nd April 2015
The Edinburgh Gilbert & Sullivan Society
have very kindly agreed to return to the Club
to give another excellent concert for our
members.
These concerts are much sought after so we
are thrilled to have them back after the last
sell-out evening at the Club.
The format of the event will be
early supper followed by the concert.
Timings TBC, £22.50pp

Duncan Macmillan is Professor Emeritus of the
History of Scottish Art in the University of Edinburgh
and art critic for the Scotsman.

Lecture and Supper, 6.30 for 7.00pm, £22.50

Burns Lunch

A Gilbert & Sullivan
Society Concert

Tracing the Memorial’s eventful history from its genesis through to its construction
and its eventual opening, Duncan Macmillan
discusses all aspects of the Memorial from its
design, to the individual artists that contributed to
its creation.

Against the theatrical backdrop of a Great War trench,
dressed in authentic uniform and showing a series of actual
weapons and artefacts, he takes on the role of the ordinary
Tommy to tell the story of ‘the war to end all wars’, and
recounts a soldier’s day-to-day life with his comrades.
A buffet supper will be served featuring some ‘authentic’ but tasty! – Great War dishes

Show and Supper, 6.30 for 7.00pm, £22.50

An Anniversary Waterloo Dinner
Fri 19th June 2015

One of the most important battles in our history has its 200th anniversary
next year.
We will be giving a grand dinner to remember, commemorate (and, might
one say?) celebrate this historic event. Many Scots took part in the Battle of
Waterloo and, indeed, the Royal Scots Regiment has an heroic story to tell.
On Friday 19 June, the day after the battle’s anniversary date, the Club
will be alive with colour and history and a delicious meal will be served.
Representatives of all of the Scottish regiments that took part as well as
international guests from the consular corps will be invited to join us. The
speakers will be special and a good time will be had by all.
Put the date in your diary…

Enter the World
of Jane Austen’
A Regency Afternoon Tea
with Talk & Costume Display
Thursday 12 Feb 2015

7 FOR 7.30pm, £36.00pp

Julia Renaissance Costumes is run by Julia SoaresMcCormick, who designs and constructs beautiful Regency
and Tudor period costumes.
Her talk will be lively, interesting and informative, explaining
how she designs and creates the gowns worn in the Regency
period, what inspires her, and with a brief history of the
people who wore them.
The talk includes a display of costumed mannequins used to
illustrate Julia’s fabulous design techniques.
Afternoon tea will be served after the lecture.
Start 2.30pm, £20.00pp

Regency costume

Forthcoming
Events at
the Club

Bookings can ONLY be taken when payment is made at the same time.

1. sending in the Booking Form with your payment – cheque or credit card
2. phoning in your booking and paying with a credit card
3. printing off the online booking form at www.royalscotsclub.com and sending/emailing it in
4. booking and paying in person to Janet in the Club office during office hours
REFUNDS For fully booked events, refunds will ONLY be made if the places returned can be resold.
No refunds FOR ANY EVENT will be made less than 48 hrs before an event.

Wed
10 December

WW1 Series: RSC Candle-lit Carol Concert

Mon
12 January

Evening Lecture
‘The Voyage of the Scotia’ details page 4

Fri
16 January
2015

RSC Burns Supper
We are delighted to welcome back Prof Fred Freeman, who will be giving ‘The Immortal Memory’ in his own inimitable
musical way! There will be the usual toasts, entertainment and delicious supper, so make sure you book soon.
Dress: lounge suit / kilt
6.30 for 7pm start, £35.00

Tues
20 January
2015

RSC Burns Lunch
A great lunch with all the right Burns entertainment and tasty food, but with no late night! Come along and meet other
members, or bring a friend.
12.30pm, £19.50

Thurs
29 January

WW1 Series, Talk & Supper: Duncan Macmillan on ‘Scotland’s Shrine’

Mon
2 February

Evening Lecture
‘Scottish Castle Restoration’ details page 4

Thurs
12 February

Regency Afternoon Tea with talk and costume display
This promises to be a wonderful afternoon for anyone interested in the Regency period, and its beautiful outfits. There will
also be a scrumptious afternoon tea served with various teas and a selection of sandwiches and cakes. A real treat!
2.30pm, £20.00pp

Mon 16 February

Speakers Lunch speaker TBC					

Mon
2 March

Evening Lecture
‘The Scots in China’ details page 4

Wed
4 March

WW1 Series: Tommy in the Trenches

Sun
15 March

Mother’s Day Lunch
You don’t even need to bring along a Mum, just come for a lovely lunch at the Club.
Book a table from 12.30pm, £17.50pp

Mon 16 March

Speaker Lunch speaker TBC

Sat
28 March

Regimental Day lunch
Book a table in the dining room with old friends and comrades for a delicious lunch

A lovely candle-lit event with carols and readings, with Edinburgh Military Wives Choir and readings relating to Christmas
in the Trenches during the Great War. Rev Neil Gardner from Canongate Kirk will be in charge of proceedings and wine and
warm mince pies will be served after the concert when you can meet the choir.
7pm, £11.00

Duncan has created a masterful record of The Scottish National War Memorial in his book, ‘Scotland’s Shrine’.
It is one of the most striking monuments of its kind, and Duncan’s illustrated talk will bring its artistry to life.
6.30 for 7pm, £22.50 including supper

The moving story of a soldier’s life in the trenches with his comrades, and the sacrifices they had to make. Supper will served
with some ‘trench’ food!
Show & supper, 6.30 for 7pm, £22.50

Lunch served 12 noon to 2pm,
Sun
5 April

Easter Sunday Lunch
A lovely way to spend time with family at Easter, book a table on the Booking Form
Bookings taken from 12.30pm, £17.50

Wed 15 April

RSC AGM

Mon
20 April

Speakers Lunch
Deirdre & John Kinloch Anderson

Wed
22 April

Edinburgh Gilbert & Sullivan Society Concert
This is going to be a real treat - the society are in great demand and we are delighted to have them for a repeat visit.
Supper will be served before the concert
Supper 6pm, £22.50 for supper & concert

Thurs
21 May

WW1 Series: Quintinshill Commemoration Evening

Fri
19 June

A 200th Anniversary Waterloo Dinner

To commemorate this tragic event, we are holding an evening of remembrance with a talk, drinks reception & Beating
Retreat, memorial service and supper. This will be a special evening, so please join us
Starts 6pm, £35.00pp
What better way to celebrate this momentous victory! This will be a Black Tie dinner with special guest speakers
7 for 7.30pm, £36.00
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